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*Singing Our Faith # 580    “Lead On, O King Eternal”
*Blessing and Dismissal
*Postlude


[bookmark: _Hlk116463520]SCATTER TO SERVE GOD & NEIGHBOR

Welcome to all! We gather to praise God for the innumerable blessings given to us and to grow deeper in the Spirit. Joyfully, let us lift our hearts to God.
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Making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.
You are welcome at Chestnut Hill UMC. 


4660 Fort Avenue ~ Lynchburg, Virginia 24502
Church: 434-239-8423 
Minister’s Cell: 434-944-7723, Minister’s Email: awhite@ves.org
Email: chestnuthillumc@comcast.net 
On the Web at chestnuthillumc.net
Find us on Facebook: Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
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    Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
       10:30 a.m. ~ August 31, 2025 ~ Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 
WELCOME! JOIN US IN WORSHIPING GOD!
Prelude	
Welcome and Ministry Announcements  		           Ann Robbins
Welcome in the name of Christ our Lord. Please register your attendance, printing your name, address, phone, and email, on the attendance pad provided on your pew. Thank you for silencing cell phones as we gather to worship God.
Invocation
*Greeting
Come, people of God — You are the salt of the earth! 
We come to season the world with God’s love. 
Come, children of light — You are the light of the world! 
We come to shine with the brightness of Christ. 
Like dandelions rooted in grace, scattered by the Spirit, we are planted with purpose. 
We come to worship the One who created us, called us good, and sends us to shine. Let us worship the Lord with joy!
*Singing Our Faith # 189    “Fairest Lord Jesus”
Opening Prayer
Lord of light and love, we thank You for gathering us here in Your presence. Shine into our lives, healing what is broken, strengthening what is weak, and stirring in us the hope of Christ. As we hear Your Word today, remind us that we are salt and light, planted with purpose and called to shine. May all we do bring glory to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Anthem 			   “Love Lifted Me”
[bookmark: _Hlk135052997][bookmark: _Hlk139012018][bookmark: _Hlk142552795][bookmark: _Hlk143072495][bookmark: _Hlk143605580]Greeting Friends and Neighbors
Prayer of Illumination					 Judy Robertson
Gracious God, You are the One who spoke light into the darkness and who seasons the world with grace and truth. As we hear Your Word today, scatter the seeds of Your Spirit in our hearts. Shine Your light upon us, so that we may not only understand Your Word, but live it— as salt to preserve, as light to reveal, as witnesses to Your love in the world. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Light and our Life, we pray. Amen.
Scripture Lesson	             Matthew 5:13-16	      Judy Robertson
The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.
Singing Our Faith # 2051(TFWS)
“I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”
The Good News  	“The Gospel of the Dandelion”	    Kim Ness
Bringing Forward God’s Tithes and Our Gifts
*Doxology # 95   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all Creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



[bookmark: _Hlk204156277]**Calendar **
	Monday, 9/1
	
	Labor Day
Church Office Closed

	
	
	

	Friday, 9/5
	9:30 a.m.
	Homeschool


**Looking Ahead on the Calendar **
	Monday, 9/8
	7:00 p.m.
	Wesleyan Group @ Robbins Home


[bookmark: _Hlk207109677]Cards for Erin, Judy, Loretta, & Kitty
Get well cards have been placed in the Commons for Erin Long, Judy Martin, Loretta Mayhew, & Kitty Burgess  for wishes for a speedy recovery.
Save the Date
On Sunday, September 21st, we will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the arrival of the Vu Family in Lynchburg, following the end of the Vietnam War. A catered lunch will be served following worship. RSVP forms are provided in the bulletin. Please place forms in the basket, provided in the Commons, by September 14th.
Love Offering
In anticipation of the 50 Year Vu Family Anniversary Celebration, we are gathering a love offering for the school the VU family has helped to found in Saigon. The Quy Sinh Vien Khuyen Hoc School provides quality higher education opportunities for students in need. Students currently served by the school’s scholarship program are enrolled in courses of study including Medical, Dental, Nursing, Engineering, Elementary Education, Agriculture, Business Management, Computer Science, Tourism Management, and Theological Studies. If you would like to make a contribution, use a pew envelope and mark it “Love Offering-Vu School”.
For the Grocery Cart: 
August ~ Side dishes for a holiday meal; stuffing, cranberry sauce, instant potatoes, canned vegetables, etc. AND emergency food bag items, such as snack crackers, small cans of beans, cans of pasta products, fruit cups, and food products that don't require refrigeration. Pop-top cans only!
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